CHAPTER'VI
The Fine Arts

I.    Introduction

The common people, the nobility and the royalty, whose ways of
life have been noticed already, cultivated, pat-ionised and fostered
several of the fine arts which have distinguished the age of the
Guptas as an era of culture in Indian history, The people of this
period, especially the nobles and the rulers, paid particular attention
to costume, while the young ladies seem to have taken particular
care about their make-up and toilet, The manufacture of ornaments,
which appear to have been a necessity in those days, developed into
a speciality. Personal decoration may be said to have been only a
preliminary stage in the development of the fine arts in the
Gupta age, Architecture being encouraged and sculpture fostered*
elaborate temples came into existence to serve as models which
continued to survive as a style till the eleventh century as far as
OrissaA As the art of letters flourished, composeis and playwrights
made this period almost the golden era of Sanskrit literature. As a
consequence of the cultivation of the dramas there sprang into
existence the theatre wherein plays were enacted although the names
of actors, among whom some notable exponents must have existed,
are unfortunately forgotten. Music, as an accompaniment of the
drama, was practised by the common as well as the rich people,
and dancing, which was always an accompaniment of song in those
times, became a fashionable art with the courtesans as well as the
courtiers. We may therefore fully agree with the statement that
"the Gupta period is in the annals of classical India almost what
the Periclean age is in the history of Greece",1 and it may be
added what the Elizabethan and Stuart periods were in the pages of
English history.3 What the era of Augustus was to the Eoman
Empire, what the period of Taitsung was to the history of China,
what the days of Louis XIY were to tie annals of France, the Age
of the Guptas may be said to lave been to the heritage of India.
This age may be compared in Indian history itself to the Sangam
Age of Tamil literature, to the period of the xgreat Moghuls in
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